
TVFF Club News 

 TVFF Fly Tying Group 
 Catch of the Month 
 TVFF Incorporates 
 TVFF Monthly Outing, Jones Pond 
 FFI Southern Council, Fly Fishing Fair 
 My First Float  Elk River Trip  
 Hunting Carp 
 Temperate Bass Flies 
 August Holidays 
 Our Donors 

 

August 2018 

This Month's Activities 
 

 2 Aug - TVFF Monthly Outing  
 9 Aug  - Fly Tying, 7pm, room 201 
 16 Aug - Swap Meet, 7 pm, room 201 
 23 Aug - Fly Tying, 7pm, room 201 

This Month Program - David Hutto @ 
Dr Neena James  

 

 First up is David Hutto. David will be going  
over the do's and don'ts of snake interaction,  
How to differentiate between non-venomous  
and venomous snakes.   
 

Dr. Neena James owns 20/20 Eyecare in  
Huntsville and is a TVFF sponsor.  
 

Dr James will be discussing  sunglass care and  
how to select the perfect  pair of fishing  
Sunglasses.  
 

* HOME key returns you to this page 

Updated Fishing Reports 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park – Little River Outfitters (Daily) 
White and Norfolk Rivers – Cotter Trout Lodge (Weekly) 

Don’t miss out! 
Winning is easy! Simply pay your 2018 

dues and attend any TVFF function.  

In this issue 

When the weather heats up,  
It’s Hopper Time! 

http://littleriveroutfitters.com/pages/fishing/report.htm
http://www.cottertroutdock.com/arkansas_trout_fishing_reports.htm
http://www.stmaryangler.com/
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Gouma Redfish Fly - Featured Tyer, Brian Bouma 
 

9 August: This fly is a simple guide style fly designed by 
February’s guest speaker David Diaz. This fly is quick and 
easy to tie and produces fish consistently while sight fishing 
for reds. 
 
 
 
SF Baitfish - Featured Tyer, Donald Dehm 
 

23 August: This is a baitfish fly tied in a hollow fly style using 
Steve Farrar's SF Flash and other materials. Finished off with 
some UV resin to give a life like feel for the predators that 
will eat it.  

TVFF Fly Tying Group 

Catch of the Month – Joe Tremblay 
 

I don’t often put my fish in the newsletter but this month,  I 
have to make an exception . 
 

A 16 pound carp caught on my first carp hunt on Tims Ford 
Lake thanks to David Darnell who introduced me to carp 
fishing. 
 

If you have never caught a carp, your in for a treat. They are 
difficult to catch on a fly but once on they will give you a 
long , hard and most memorable fight.  
 

Thanks  David!!! 

Send your fish photos to editor@tvff.club      Please include; location, size, species, fly, etc. 

All are welcomed! Fly tying equipment is available for new 
tyers. Come and discover the joy of catching fish on a fly 
you tied or even designed.  
 

Join us for 2 hour sessions held on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at 7 PM.  

Gouma Redfish Fly 

SF Baitfish 

mailto:editor@tvff.club
mailto:editor@tvff.club


             TVFF Club News 3 Page -  

TVFF is Now  
Incorporated! 

 
 

On  the 17th of July 2018, the Tennessee Valley Fly Fishers became incorporated as a Alabama nonprofit 
corporation. This is the first step in becoming a federally recognized nonprofit organization. What remains is to 
become an Fly Fishers International (FFI) Charter Club and a nonprofit organization under FFI’s nonprofit 
umbrella.  
 
Becoming a Charter Club requires TVFF provide FFI a list of our active members including their FFI membership 
status. You will be contacted in mid August through September to review your contact information and FFI 
status.  
 
If you are not currently a FFI member, you are eligible for FFI’s incentive program that will reduce your TVFF 
dues for the first two years and provide you and your family full FFI membership.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are not currently a TVFF member or have not paid your 2018 dues and are not a FFI member, you can 
take advantage of FFI’s incentive program by joining TVFF or paying your 2018 dues prior to the transition to 
FFI Charter Club. After the transition, TVFF dues for new members and inactive members will be as indicated in 
the third column in the chart above.  
 
If you are currently a TVFF and FFI member, from now on your FFI dues will be paid through TVFF.  
 
Complicated? Don’t worry. In short, from the moment we become a FFI Charter Club, your TVFF dues will be  
equal to FFI dues. However, you will no longer be required to pay dues directly to FFI because as a TVFF 
member, your FFI dues will be paid through TVFF.  
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TVFF Monthly Outing – Jones Farm Park 11 Aug 7AM - 10AM 
  
TVFF monthly outings will be geared toward those checking out fly fishing for the first time, who may not 
own waders or even their own rod and reel outfit (rod and reel outfits owned by the club will be available 
for anyone to use).  
 

This is a great opportunity to get an introductory casting lesson, learn a knot or two, and catch a fish on a 
fly. All are welcome to attend. 
 

This month’s outing will be at Jones Farm Park on 4 Mile Post Road in Jones  Valley, west of Carl T. Jones 
Dr./Bailey Cove Rd. There are 2 ponds at the park that hold a good number of bass and bream.   
 

Although the official start is 7 am, the early bird gets the worm. So come a little early  when fishing is best.   
 

Come join us at the next monthly outing, and remind yourself of what can be so great about this club and 
the sport we all love! 
 

Please contact TVFF's Director of Activities, Larry Hice with any questions or for help with directions to the 
outing location. (cell: 256-508-2344, lhice@plasticfusion.com). 
 

FFI Southern Council, Fly Fishing Fair 
 

For those interested in an Arkansas fishing trip that didn’t made the August Arkansas Hopper trip there is 
still an opportunity for you to fish one of America’s premiere trout rivers.  
 

The FFI Southern Council of FFI, Fly Fishing Fair, Mountain Home, AR is October 5th and 6th. In the past the 
club has organized a trip to coincide with this fly fishing event. Participants would travel the Saturday before 
and stay thru the following Sunday. This year that would be September 29th thru October 7th. 
 

Currently, lodging is available at Riley’s Station. If there are club members interested in going we can discuss 
organizing at trip and lodging options. 
 

If you’re interested in the trip or have questions, please contact me by August 8th.  
 
Larry Hice lhice@plasticfusion.com 256-508-2344 
 

mailto:lhice@plasticfusion.com
mailto:lhice@plasticfusion.com
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My First Float  Elk River Trip - by Tim Clark 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I met up with Bill Pittenger, Wayne Causey, Fred Kaufmann, and Joe Tremblay at Tims Ford Dam at 6 A.M. for a 
float trip down the Elk.  Then again I say 6 A.M. for those who lucky enough to make it on time.  Anyone going 
to Tims Ford Dam for the first time will soon discover that cell service is spotty and Google maps will be of 
little help.  
 

Luckily I studied the map the night before and along with a bit of luck, I managed to find my way.   
The plan was to launch our fleet of three kayaks and 2 Twin Trollers, (Bill and Joe’s electric boats) then ferry a 
vehicle down to the takeout point at Ferris Creek before embarking on an a 8hr, 10 mile float trip.  
 

By 7 A. M. all was ready and we headed down the river making several stops fishing the riffles and other likely 
spots along the way. It wasn’t long and we were catching fish. I was wet wading and let me tell you, the water 
on the upper end of the Elk is very cold.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I caught my first five fish on larger than normal a scud that I tied the night before.  Fred caught all his fish on a 
hopper pattern with the biggest fish getting off.  Over all though, the hot fly for the day was either a green or 
black wooly bugger with a brass bead head.   
 

I ended up catching 7 fish with several of the guys catching way more than that. Rainbows, browns and even 
one brook trout made in the nets.  
 

All in all it was a fun trip with a lot of fish landed that day. I recommend getting an earlier start and and 
arriving at Ferris Creek just before dark so as to allow more time to fish.    
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Hunting Carp - by Joe Tremblay 
 

Fishing for carp is more like going on a hunt than  
going fishing. Most of the day is spent looking for  
feeding fish and trying to position your fly where  
The fish will see it without spooking it, and, that’s  
easier said than done.  
 

Carp learn quickly and are weary of slow moving  
boats. To quote David Darnel, “a water skier can  
zoom by and not disturb the carp feeding in the  
shallows but a slow moving boat approaching will  
often send them looking for deep cover”, most likely  
the result of hunting pressure from bow “fishermen”  
who kill large numbers of carp for sport.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telltale Signs 
Carp hunting consist of searching the shallows for telltale signs of feeding carp. A tail breaking the surface, 
muddy spot, or a bubble trail followed by a cast position just right so as not to spook your weary prey. It’s not 
unusual to cast to a dozen or more fish before one decides to eat rather than flee, and even then, landing the 
fish is not a sure bet.  
 

Carp fight HARD! They will definitely put a bend in an eight weight and strain your tippet. A fair size carp will 
quickly put you on the reel and take lots of line. It’s a fight I will long remember and long to repeat. I have 
never been bone fishing, but from what I’ve been told, carp makes a good freshwater substitute.  
 

A word of warning, carp fishing is not a numbers game. For me, one carp makes for a good day, more than one 
fish makes for a great day and a double digit carp makes for an epic day. If it was easy, it would not be as 
satisfying.  

 Approaching Nickajack Cave  
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Over the last few years I've spent the majority of my fishing time chasing 
whites, hybrids, and the occasional striper around the Midwest. 
 

While the Clouser Minnow is the staple fly for most temperate bass, sometimes you've got to shake things 
up a bit. The Clouser would be the equivalent of a Hare’s Ear nymph in the trout world; you can almost 
always get fish to eat it, but it may not be the most productive at that given time. Consider it like Sex 
Panther Cologne: “60% of the time it works every time." With that being said, I would never go on a 
white/hybrid bass fishing trip without a box of Clousers. 
 

Fly tyers before us had to work hard to get the most out of their feathers and hair, but with new fly tying 
materials readily available in today's market we have the ability to alter the action and profile of the fly 
relatively easily. 
 

Here are some things to consider to shake it up and get a more diversified bass fly box. 
Action and profile 

Temperate Bass Flies: How to 
Diversify Your Fly Box April 19, 2018 by Luke 
Langton 
 
Reprint from The Flymen Fishing Co. blog. For this and other great articles go to 
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/blogs/blog  

 

https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/nymph-head-hares-ear
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/blogs/blog
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/
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Here are some things to consider to shake it up and get a more diversified bass fly box. 
 

Action and profile 
 

Action over color — it's nice to have a box full of  
multiple colors of flies, but I think action is more crucial  
than color. Most days if you have a white, black, and  
olive fly you can catch just about any fish, so I don’t get  
too hung up on color. You also have to consider that the  
majority of the temperate bass diet consists of shad,  
which are typically your grays and whites. 
 

A good way to start breaking down fly action is by  
categorizing flies into 3 categories: floating, unweighted,  
and weighted (you can go a step further by then  
categorizing by traditional versus articulated). 
 

Floating bass flies 
 

Some of my favorite flies are buoyant (foam  
headed) streamers thrown on a sink tip. These  
flies also give a larger profile then your  
traditional Clouser. 
 

Another version of this style streamer is a modified version of Mike Schultz's Swingin' D, tied 
smaller to target temperate bass. This variation uses a small Surface Seducer Double Barrel 
popper and slider body (tied in reverse) to give the fly an erratic behavior on the strip when 
thrown on a sink tip. It’s difficult to replicate these actions with other flies lacking the foam 
heads. 
 

Although the cotton-candy color of the fly stands 
out, this Ozark River monster striper most likely 
hit this Fish-Skull Baitfish Head Double Deceiver 
fly for its action in the water. 

Size 2 Muffin Top Minnow with a foam 
head and a 25 mm Fish-Skull Articulated 
Fish-Spine tail. 

Modified Swingin' D tied with a Surface 
Seducer Double Barrel popper and slider 
body on a 28 mm Fish-Skull Articulated 
Big Game Shank with a size 4 back hook. 

https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/surface-seducer-double-barrel-popper-slider-body
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-baitfish-head
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-articulated-fish-spine
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-articulated-fish-spine
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-articulated-fish-spine
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-articulated-fish-spine
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/surface-seducer-double-barrel-popper-slider-body
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/surface-seducer-double-barrel-popper-slider-body
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-chockletts-articulated-big-game-shank
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-chockletts-articulated-big-game-shank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTxeHvfId_g
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Unweighted bass flies 
 

Another good option of flies to have in your arsenal are some unweighted flies. I like flies that will hang in 
the water column, and the fact you can sink them on a sink tip if you need to get it down or fish them just 
under the surface with a floating line makes unweighted flies a highly versatile option for varied fishing 
situations. I catch a lot of busting fish on flies just under the surface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
You can adjust the profile on the majority of these flies a bit more easily because they don’t have a foam 
head or lead eyes. 
 

A few of my favorites are Murdich Minnows, CK Baitfish, and Game Changers, mostly because of the ability 
to adjust their profile and control the depths with a sink tip line. 
 

Weighted bass flies 
 

To round out your fly box you've got to have some flies that get down in the water column quickly or be on 
the bottom. There are times, mostly in moving water, where a sink tip alone isn’t enough to get down to 
where the fish are hanging. 
 
This is where thinner-profile more traditional flies like good ol'  
Clousers are hard to beat. 
 

I’ve had really good luck with the SF Minnow, which is basically a  
variation of the Clouser Minnow.  
 

The only reasons I fish it more often than a traditional Clouser is:  
1. I can tie it faster.   
2. Since it’s synthetic, I can trim it in the boat to match the size  
       of the bait. 
 

Yes, you can trim a Clouser but it will impact its movement to  
some extent. The tips of the buck tail are what give the Clouser  
its movement. With the SF Minnow, the fibers aren't tapered so  
it doesn’t really matter where it’s trimmed. 
 

Game Changer tied with Fish-Skull  
 Articulated Fish-Spines and Chocklett’s 
Body Wrap. Comes in at 2.5 in. 

CK Baitfish with a Fish-Skull Frantic Tail. 

Fish-Skull Baitfish Heads, featured on this 
SF Minnow, are designed to add weight 
and profile to streamers. 
. 

https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-articulated-fish-spine
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/chockletts-body-wrap
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/chockletts-body-wrap
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/chockletts-body-wrap
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-frantic-tails
https://flymenfishingcompany.com/products/fish-skull-baitfish-head
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4y7WyhNSDvk
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Now, whip up some flies and go chase some bass! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To be clear, I'm not knocking the Clouser Minnow whatsoever — it's an awesome fly that 
puts fish in the net and is responsible for countless fish caught. It is still one of my favorite 
temperate bass flies today, but sometimes you need “more cowbell” and to shake things up. 
 

Temperate bass are getting more and more popular to chase on the fly and, especially in the 
areas that get hit hard, there are times when you have to show them something different. 
 

Don’t be afraid to mix things up and don’t put all your eggs in one basket; I’d never consider 
chasing any fish with just one fly. 

About Luke Langton:  Luke is an avid fly fisherman and fly tyer 
from Smithville, Missouri who chases most warm-
water fish and the occasional trout.  
 

When has the chance, he enjoys getting his daughters out in 
the boat with him. He helps out around K&K 
Flyfishers  teaching many of their fly tying classes and runs 
The Midwest Drift blog.  
 

You can follow Luke on Instagram @the_midwest_drift. 

http://www.kkflyfisher.com/
http://www.kkflyfisher.com/
http://www.themidwest-drift.com/
https://www.instagram.com/the_midwest_drift/
https://www.instagram.com/the_midwest_drift/
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August Holidays 
 

U.S. Coast Guard Day 
 

Date When Celebrated : Always August 4th   
 
U.S. Coast Guard Day honors the military branch that protects  
our waters and shorelines. The U.S. Defense Department  
suggests that this day is largely an internal celebration for all  
Coast Guard personnel and their families, past and present.  
But, we'd like to encourage everyone to honor the brave  
members of this important branch of the military.  
 
Celebrate U.S. Coast Guard Day by learning more about the responsibilities and functions of the U.S. Coast 
Guard. They are now playing an even  more extensive role in Homeland Security to protect our country.  
We salute Coast Guard personnel today and every day. We hope you do, too.  
 
Origin of U.S. Coast Guard Day: On August 4, 1790, the Revenue Cutter Service was created by the U.S. 
Congress. Congress authorized the construction of ten cutters. These ships were built to to enforce U.S. 
tariff laws. The Revenue Cutter Service was the predecessor the U.S. Coast Guard.  The name "Coast Guard" 
was first used in 1915.  
 

National Dog Day 
 

Date When Celebrated : Always August 26th   
 
National Dog Day has two goals: to honor dogs, and to rescue  
dogs from homelessness and abuse. It's an opportunity for us  
to recognize and appreciate the value and importance of dogs  
in our lives.  
 
This day is intended to honor dogs for all that they do for us.  
In addition to giving love and companionship, dogs help us out  
in countless ways. They are watchdogs for our safety. They lead  
the blind. Dogs aid in search and rescue, and they seek out  
bombs and drugs.  
 
The second goal of National Dog Day is to rescue dogs in need. On occasion, dogs need us to save them 
from homelesness and abuse. The goal of the National Dog Day foundation is to rescue 10,000 dogs a year. 
Lend a hand to help a dog in need today, or any day.  
 
Origin of National Dog Day: National Dog Day was created by the National Dog Day Foundation. Their 
motto is "Saving 10,000 Dogs - One Day at a Time".  
 
President George W. Bush, a dog owner himself, sent a letter to the foundation in support of National Dog 
Day.  
 

For more on Holiday Insights, traditions, fun & facts visit http://www.holidayinsights.com/  
 

Happy 228th Birthday 

http://www.holidayinsights.com/
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Our Sponsors 
“Click on add to view“ 

401 Cranbrook St. N 
Cranbrook B.C. V1C 3R5 

Tool Free 1(800)667-2311 

http://www.riversideflyshop.com/
http://www.goldenruleflyshop.com/
http://www.theflyfishing-store.com/
http://www.wapsifly.net/
mailto:rhondapage@cafes.net
http://www.2020eyecarehsv.com/
https://flysouth.net/
https://theozarkflyfisher.com/
http://www.stmaryangler.com/
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