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TVFF Club Meeting
Ken Holmes, Fly Fishing for Gar
Thursday, January 15th 7:00 PM

Ken Holmes will present all he knows about fly fishing for gar. He has
devoted an absurd amount of time pursuing the long fish and may
have a few tips that can help you land one, too. Learn how obtainable
it really can be with the right technique, fly patterns, and a lot of
persistence, and learn why the great state of Louisiana may be home
to the best gar fishing in the World! You may even be motivated to
beat him at his goal of being the first person to catch a documented
Louisiana Gar Slam on fly: short nose, long nose, spotted, and
alligator all in one day! All the tips and tricks are transferable to any
location that has gar regardless of species. Additionally, the
presentation will cover the most mysterious fly fishing tournament in
the world, The Golden Gar, held annually at “The Gar Capital of the
World”, Raccourci Old River, LA. See Ken’s video of the Golden Gar
Tournament here.
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Welcome New Members:

Craig Baker

This Month

»January 8 — Fly Tying, 7 PM
»January 15 — TVFF Meeting, 7 PM
»January 22 — Fly Tying, 7 PM

Officers and Directors

President: Dave Bailey

Vice President: Andy King
Secretary: David Heim
Treasurer: Vacant

Membership: Debbie Hill
Activities: Larry Hice

Education: Brian Moore
Conservation: Jacob Franklin
Communications: Connor Baker

Board of Directors Meeting

The next BOD meeting is Thursday
February 5t 2026, in Room 201 at the
church. Members are welcome.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LIvRDe348g
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TVFF Fly Tying Group

Fly tying sessions will be conducted at Faith
Presbyterian Church, Room 201, at 7 p.m.

January 8th, 7 PM

Pheasant Tail Nymph — Jon Reinecke
Cost: $3

A highly effective, versatile fly fishing lure, created by Frank
Sawyer, that imitates various aquatic insect larvae like
mayflies and midges, using pheasant tail fibers for the body,
often with copper wire for ribbing and added weight or flash
for variations, catching trout and other fish on nymphs and
wet flies.

Materials

Hook: 2X-long nymph hook (here, a Daiichi 730), sizes 12-20
Thread: 6/0 or 70 Denier, brown thefeatherbender.com
Rib: Ultra Wire, small, copper

Tail and abdomen: Dark brown pheasant tail fibers

Legs and wingcase: Dark brown pheasant tail fibers

Thorax: Peacock herl

January 22™, 7PM

Rattle Clouser — Connor Baker
Cost: S3

A variant of Bob Clouser’s Clouser Minnow. This fly s
has a rattle that can entice fish. Different variations, ;j’.ﬂ s
but will be tying the one from Bob Clouser’s book.

Materials

Hook: Size 1/0 Mustad S74S SS

Thread: 6/0 fire orange uni-thread
Rattle Sleeve: 3/8 inch diameter Corsair
Rattle: Any rattle designed by lures
Body: Wide metallic silver Estaz Reatisiwaisncam
Wing: Pink over white deer-tail fiber

Flash: Pearl flashabou

All are welcome! Fly tying equipment is available for new tyers. Come and discover the joy of
catching fish on a fly you tied or, better yet, one of your own design. The sessions are the 2"?
and 4" Thursdays at 7 p.m.
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Best of 2025 - Part 1

January 2025 — Steve Kerkhof and his Bull February 2025 — Andy King and Bull Redfish in
Redfish in Louisiana. Louisiana

March 2025 - Jonathan Craft and his April 2025 — Greg Bayuga and his Southeastern
monster Tennessee Valley Smallmouth. Muskie.

May 2025 - Fred Kauffman and his Donovan June 2025 — Connor Baker and his Guntersville
Lakes Largemouth. Largemouth!
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Best of 2024 - Part 2

August 2025 — Craig Baker and his Missouri River
Rainbow Trout.

July 2025 — Casey Jonas and his local pond
Largemouth.

September 2025 — Andy King and his October 2024 - Allan Douglas and his
Stillwater Wyoming trout.

3 ' \

Novembgr 2025 — Greg Bayuga and his Gulf December 2025 — Friend of the club David Perry of
Bull Redfish! Southeastern Fly and his Tennessee Trout.

ik 3
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Flylords Gear of the Year Award

Every year there is some new highspeed piece of equipment that hits the market for fly anglers. Half the fun
is getting the new gear and using it “improve” your fishing, albeit at least for me it usually does not make
much difference. Flylords compiled a list of the best equipment from 2025. The full article can be found
here.

BEST IN CLASS TROUT FLY ROD: ORVIS SUPERFINE GRAPHITE

BEST IN CLASS FRESHWATER FLY ROD: ST. CROIX TANNIC PIKE & MUSKY

BEST IN CLASS FRESHWATERFLY REEL: REDINGTON ACE

BEST IN CLASS SALTWATER FLY ROD: TFO MOMENT

BEST IN CLASS SALTWATERFLY REEL: BAUER SLT

BEST IN CLASS FRESHWATERFLY LINE: RIO ELITE GOLD XP

BEST IN CLASS SALTWATER FLY LINE: SCIENTIFIC ANGLERS SONAR STRIPER
BEST IN CLASS NETS AND TOOLS: RISING LUNKER NET Bauer SLT
BEST IN CLASS WADERS: PATAGONIA SWIFTCURRENT EXPEDITION ZIP FRONT
BEST IN CLASS SALTWATER WADING: SIMMS FLATS SNEAKER

BEST IN CLASS WADING BOOTS: SKWALA RS BOOT

TROUT FLY ROp

BEST IN CLASS OUTERWEAR: SIMMS MIDSTREAM JACKET

BEST IN CLASS TECHNICAL APPAREL : FREE FLY TOPOGRID PANTS

BEST IN CLASS RAIN GEAR: SKWALA RS OUTPOST JACKET o )

¥4

Orvis Superfine Graphite

Y : FISHPOND STORMSHADOW LUMBAR PACK

: CLING MAG GRAB ROD RACK

S FLYLOR
)
$

F )

(
BEST IN CLASS

Skwala RS Boot Fishpond Stormshadow Lumbar Pack NRS Approach 138



https://flylordsmag.com/flylords-gear-of-the-year/
https://www.orvis.com/product/superfine-graphite-fly-rods/3JBZ0951.html?adv=626712&cm_mmc=Google-_-Fish-_-plas-_-FISH_PMAX_CVR_BAU_X_G-_-3JBZ0951&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21396501532&gbraid=0AAAAADnb7VGOI6zxAJVfRQVXRbdF0QY8J&gclid=Cj0KCQiAiKzIBhCOARIsAKpKLAOSQJdjERB4rdGA099BwOXkVDOzJg2wFQSzVJMarMClodZ9Ri4iglMaAk2yEALw_wcB
https://www.orvis.com/product/superfine-graphite-fly-rods/3JBZ0951.html?adv=626712&cm_mmc=Google-_-Fish-_-plas-_-FISH_PMAX_CVR_BAU_X_G-_-3JBZ0951&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21396501532&gbraid=0AAAAADnb7VGOI6zxAJVfRQVXRbdF0QY8J&gclid=Cj0KCQiAiKzIBhCOARIsAKpKLAOSQJdjERB4rdGA099BwOXkVDOzJg2wFQSzVJMarMClodZ9Ri4iglMaAk2yEALw_wcB
https://alnk.to/3yeqoiP
https://alnk.to/3yeqoiP
https://alnk.to/1N4QAap
https://alnk.to/1N4QAap
https://alnk.to/7BhQX7k
https://alnk.to/7BhQX7k
https://alnk.to/2Qzot83
https://alnk.to/2Qzot83
https://alnk.to/28UmxTE
https://alnk.to/28UmxTE
https://www.tridentflyfishing.com/products/scientific-anglers-sonar-striper-fly-line?_pos=3&_sid=71800ee19&_ss=r
https://www.tridentflyfishing.com/products/scientific-anglers-sonar-striper-fly-line?_pos=3&_sid=71800ee19&_ss=r
https://alnk.to/bivLynv
https://alnk.to/bivLynv
https://alnk.to/h6IMmLj
https://alnk.to/h6IMmLj
https://alnk.to/d3FlmDu
https://alnk.to/d3FlmDu
https://alnk.to/a46sGMw
https://alnk.to/a46sGMw
https://alnk.to/gp3K0cy
https://alnk.to/gp3K0cy
https://freeflyapparel.sjv.io/xL11Y3
https://freeflyapparel.sjv.io/xL11Y3
https://alnk.to/4Xyufjx
https://alnk.to/4Xyufjx
https://alnk.to/90BUO6i
https://alnk.to/90BUO6i
https://amzn.to/3LpzjFt
https://amzn.to/3LpzjFt
https://www.nrs.com/nrs-approach-138-fishing-raft-three-person-package/pwas?utm_campaign=shop_comp&utm_source=google&utm_medium=buy_now&utm_term=goog_product_86346.01&utm_campaign=&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22426552231&gbraid=0AAAAAD_RIubO2JBPB0ppW_GuWD5H6V_Fm&gclid=Cj0KCQiAiKzIBhCOARIsAKpKLAMiuwo173Ng2gB155BlWfuygxCy1MK5tRJNHQLeXF3OiF2BOZBh_BkaAvIbEALw_wcB
https://www.nrs.com/nrs-approach-138-fishing-raft-three-person-package/pwas?utm_campaign=shop_comp&utm_source=google&utm_medium=buy_now&utm_term=goog_product_86346.01&utm_campaign=&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22426552231&gbraid=0AAAAAD_RIubO2JBPB0ppW_GuWD5H6V_Fm&gclid=Cj0KCQiAiKzIBhCOARIsAKpKLAMiuwo173Ng2gB155BlWfuygxCy1MK5tRJNHQLeXF3OiF2BOZBh_BkaAvIbEALw_wcB
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4 Tips for Beginner Musky Anglers

The following excerpt is from Hatch.com, authored by renown fly fisherman George Daniel. Musky, known as
the fish of 10,000 casts, is a fun cold weather challenge when tired of trout fishing. There are a few options
for Musky fishing in Tennessee. Mostly the Collins River. Hopefully these tips can help you get into fishing for
this large river monster or at least spark your interest. The entire article can be found here.

1. Practice on Pike and Pickerel

Pike and Pickerel are the smaller cousins of the Musky. They are the perfect fish for practicing your cast with
larger flies. They are also generally easier to catch. Now those fish might be harder to catch in Alabama and
Tennessee, but up in states like Wisconsin, Ohio, Minnesota, etc. they are the perfect fish to practice with.

2. You Don’t Need and 11 Wt Rod

Most Muskys you catch aren’t monsters, so 11 wt rods are not always necessary. The average size is 30 to 40
inches, which makes a great challenge with an 8 wt or 9 wt. With practice, large flies can be thrown easily
with a 8 or 9 wt.

3. Know Where Late Season Musky Holds

Musky are finnicky fish. They are often hard to find in water, especially in a large body of water. Know where
they are when targeting them. In a lake, use a fish finder to assist with finding Musky. Spend a day finding
deep holes and places they might be.

4. Embrace Suffering

Musky is called the fish of 10,000 casts for a reason, they are hard to catch. A lot of fishermen consider

catching one Musky every five outings a success. Know that your arm will be sore from casting and you will
likely be cold. Enjoy the journey and do not expect instant gratification.



https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/4-tips-beginner-musky-anglers/7715607
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Fly Fishing New Year Resolutions

| thought I’d write something up about New Year Resolutions. There are plenty of things we can do as fly
fishermen for our New Year Resolutions. Whether it be to get up early to be the first person at our favorite
spot, or learn how to tie your favorite fly. Below is a list to inspire you this 2026:

1. Fish more: Sometimes having motivation to fish is hard. Whether it be cold or rainy, you just need to
get out there and try to catch fish. The more you go fishing the more likely you are to catch fish. Don’t
be lazy, make a point to go out there and throw your favorite fly around.

2. Target new species: We can get complacent only targeting the fish we are comfortable catching. If you
are trout fisherman, make sure to hit your local pond for bass when the weather is warm. If you are a
bass fisherman, maybe try and target carp. Catching different fish can be a lot of fun and expand your
repertoire.

3. Learnto tie your own flies: Fly tying is one of the neat aspects of fly fishing. If you fish but don’t tie
your own flies. Try a few simple patterns and work your way up to tying your favorite flies. There is
something satisfying about catching a fish on your own tied fly.

4. Find a new spot to fish: The fun part about fishing is exploring new water. You probably drive
over/near a body of water on a daily basis. Instead of driving by it, get out your fly rod and see what
you can catch.

5. Fish at different times of day: Sometimes | like to sleepin and | get on the water late. Get up early this
year, beat the crowd and see if the fish bite better at this time of morning. If you do get up early,
maybe hit the same spot but later in the day, see what happens, maybe this spot is productive at a
time you aren’t used to fishing.

6. Try different flies: If you only fish with nymphs, try streamers. | recently did that with trout. | ended up
catching larger fish, it was a lot of fun.

7. Plan a fun fishing trip: Nothing beats fishing your local water and getting that spot dialed in. However,
you should venture out and go on a fun trip. Start saving now and plan an overnight trip to a different
state.

8. Organize your gear: Fly fishermen accumulate gear over time. Take a look at your fly tying bench and
your fly boxes. Put everything in good order so you can save time and spend more time on the water.

9. Practice the fundamentals: Look at what you struggle with. Does your cast need work? Are your knot
tying abilities not up to par? Evaluate your deficiencies and work on improving them.

10. Take someone else fishing: | like to go fishing, but it isn’t as fun alone. Recently | introduced my dad to
fly fishing and we have a lot of fun going on adventures together.
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TVFF Classified Ads

Starting with the February edition of the TVFF newsletter a classified section will be available for members to
offer for sale used or unwanted fly fishing related items

» Send a brief description and picture of the item(s) you wish to sell and include an asking price to the TVFF
Communications Director at editor@tvff.club

* Provide your name, email and/or cell number
* All transactions are to conducted between the buyer and seller. TVFF will not become involved
* Ads will not roll over each month , you must resubmit your request each month if needed

» This service is for current TVFF members and must include fly fishing related items only

TVFF Christmas Social

Our annual Christmas Social was different this year. Instead of Dirty Santa, we did a fly tying social where
everyone brought their fly tying gear and tied something Christmas Themed. The Communications Director
forgot to take pictures, but luckily our president took a few of the flies that were tied. The two on the right are
tied by Mike Iffland and the on on the right is an unfinished deer hair popper by Connor Baker.

10 Basic Rules of Fly Tying

Mad River Outfitters puts out some great videos on fly fishing and fly tying. Brian and his team have been
around for awhile. Here is a great video on 10 important fly tying rules. These are simple rules but are good
reminders and things to keep in mind when tying. The full video can be found here.


mailto:editor@tvff.club
mailto:editor@tvff.club
mailto:editor@tvff.club
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Frr5X2xbWJ8

2026 Sowbug Roundup

The Sowbug Roundup is almost here again. Great event for anyone interested in fly tying. Located in
Mountain Home Arkansas. Scan the QR code below for more information or visit the website here.

Baxter County Fairgrounds
MARCH 26TH - 28TH | 9AM - 4PM

? ; 29TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL

ROUNDUP

Presented by North Arkansas Fly Fishers

Free Admission

{ 3 Omg

AP TP

Mountain Home, Arkansas



https://www.northarkansasflyfishers.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=610151&module_id=547813

?ﬁ\% TVFF Club News January 2026 Page - 10

January Holidays

National Bean Day

January 6

January is one of the coldest months. Perfect
time for one of the greatest comfort foods,
warm beans! The reason for this holiday is
famous geneticist Gregor Mendel died on this
day in 1884. He studied the genetics of plants
with bean plants and pea plants. He changed
the way genetics is studied in human beings.
Baked beans and a BBQ pork sandwich would
be great on this day!

Compliment Day

January 24t

A good way to start off 2024 is to make a
resolution to give out more compliments.
This is especially true on January 24th. As
fishermen, we are known to give
compliments such as “nice fish”, “beautiful
cast”, “solid knot tying”. Compliment your
fishing partner this day, go out of your way
to say something nice. It makes that person
feel special and you will feel good about it

as well!
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Our Sponsors

“Click on ad for link“

NATURAT G
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Andy Mahurin Fly Fishing

Middle Tennessee

andymahurinflyfishing@gmail.com | (931) 252-8709
www.andymahurinflyfishing.com

& 2

7, Rivergid

BREEZY HILL
BAIT & TACKLE
Alabama's Only Year-Round Trout Fishery 3846 .EaSt Bailey Rd.
Brandon, MC & Randy Jackson Monticello, IN 47960

*Guided Trips *Kayak Rentals *Fly Fishing/ Tying Classes (219) 2538323

(256) 287-9582

riverside@riversideflyshop.com 17027 Hwy 69 North :
riversideflyshop.com Jasper, AL 35504
—e ) Tim's Flies & Lies Outfitters
lo. - 384 Flowertown Road
PP P Nnvmn}’,YNr;jbo
e A3 1-607-56+5
/ 931-799-5055
F PRI dusmgatfand
Vol e Fachosk! QUALITY FLY TYING MATERIALS
Tim Page Specalizing on Fly Fisking SINCE 196
Rhonda ‘588(' on Elﬁav\ﬁl Rivers

To become a sponsor
Contact Larry Hice
(256) 508-2344,
lhice@plasticfusion.com



https://southeasternfly.com/
http://www.theflyfishing-store.com/
http://www.wapsifly.net/
mailto:rhondapage@cafes.net
mailto:lhice@plasticfusion.com
https://www.breezyhill-bait-tackle.com/
https://www.andymahurinflyfishing.com/
https://riversideflyshop.com/
https://www.cottertroutlodge.com/natural-state-fly-shop/
https://theflyhairco.com/
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