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TVFF Annual Club Meeting

The TVFF Annual meeting will be held on the 15th of October. 
Because of the pandemic the Annual Meeting will be held online via 
ZOOM. Join us, your vote and ideas are important.( Zoom Invitation )

The main focus of the Annual Meeting is to elect members to serve 
on the Board of Directors (BOD) and approve the 2021 budget and to 
discuss ways to move the Club forward. 

This year, the following offices are up for election; President, 
Treasurer, Communications Director, Activities Director and 
Membership Director. Contact Joe Tremblay if you are interested in 
serving on the BOD.  

Then after the election and budget is approved, you’re invited to 
share your visions with BOD members. Let the BOD know what 
changes you would like to implement, what classes, activities, or 
outings you would like to see. Give us your ideas on how the BOD 
can better serve our members during this difficult period. You’re 
inputs will help TVFF grow and prosper.

Meeting will start promptly at 7PM.  I hope to see all of you Thursday 
the 17th on Zoom.

Joe Tremblay
TVFF President

Get involved!
Help the Club 

move forward…

➢ Zoom Invitation for Oct 15
➢ TVFF Fly Tying  
➢ Catch of the Month
➢ Sow Bug Roundup, CfR Raffle
➢ Aldridge Creek Clean Up
➢ Notice: Annual Banquet and Auction
➢ Alaska Trip Report
➢ Gulf Shores Park Pier
➢ Making Sense of Hooks
➢ Orvis Fly Fishing 101 (Virtual)
➢ Email update, CfR, Fill-A-Box
➢ Job Jar
➢ October Funny Holidays
➢ Our Sponsors

* The keyboard’s HOME key returns you to this page

This Month's Activities
➢ Oct 8 Fly Tying – Virtual 7:00 PM
➢ Oct 15 Meeting – Virtual 7:00 PM
➢ Oct 17 Creek Cleanup 8:00 AM
➢ Oct 22 Fly Tying – Virtual 7:00 PM

mailto:tremblayjo46@hotmail.com


TVFF Club News 2Page -October 2020

Steve Kerkhof is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Annual Membership Meeting
Time: Oct 15, 2020 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88937171559?pwd=V29YU2ZodjhyTmJvbGcxM2lGeUJqdz09

Meeting ID: 889 3717 1559
Passcode: 679438
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,88937171559#,,,,,,0#,,679438# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,88937171559#,,,,,,0#,,679438# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 889 3717 1559
Passcode: 679438
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keg8lHjnk3

Zoom info for October 15th meeting at 7:00 PM
Please join the meeting a few minutes early
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8 October 7PM via Zoom
Hare Flymph and Pheasant Tail Flymph - Featured Tyer, Joe Tremblay

What in the world is a flymph? You probably never fished a flymph or even 
heard of them, but let me assure you, flymps are proven fish getters. Flymph 
is short for fly/nymph. It’s basically a nymph with a hackle and this week we’ll 
be tying two great patterns.

The Hare Flymph is a variation of the Hare’s Ear Nymph and the Pheasant Tail 
Flymph is a variation of the Pheasant Tail Nymph. Both proven pattern that are 
not often seen by educated fish. 

Materials: Hare Flymph Pheasant Tail Flymph
Thread: Red or Black 8/0 Brown or Black 8/0
Hook: Dry Fly Hook 16 to 12 Dry Fly Hook 18 to 10
Tail: Brown or Furnace Hen Hackle  Pheasant Tail
Body: Hare Ear Dubbing Pheasant Tail & Peacock Herl
Rib: Small Gold Wire Small Gold Wire
Hackle: Brown or Furnace Hen Hackle  Reddish Brown hen Hackle

Health Notice: By picking up a kit, you accept any and all health risks that may 
be associated with use of these kits. 

TVFF Fly Tying Group

Pheasant Tail Flymph

Hare Flymph

PICK UP LOCATIONS
Free tying kit available in Huntsville at the south door of Faith Presbyterian Church and in Madison at the Hwy 
72 in Madison Super Walmart parking lot (behind Panda Express)  from 6:30 to 7:30 PM the Wednesday prior 
to the tying session. (Mail $2.00 donation to TVFF, P.O. Box 12841, Huntsville, AL 35815 if desired)

New Madison Pick Up Location
Details below

Fly tying sessions will be conducted online via Zoom 
video conferencing software until further notice.

22 October 7PM via Zoom
Fred’s Eazy Dragon- Featured Tyer, Fred Kaufmann

A dragon fly is always a great pattern to have in your fly box. We 
will be tying a nymph stage dragon fly.

Materials: size 10 long shank streamer hook; dazzle eyes, olive 
marabou, shiny dubbing color olive or insect green, small olive 
saddle, 140 denier thread, olive or black.
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Catch of the Month 

You can e-mail your picture to editor@tvff.club or  Steve Kerkhof. Please include the fisherman's name, 
body of water, approximate date and any other interesting details.

Fred Kaufmann, Joe 
Tremblay and Bill 
Pittenger took a trip to 
Alaska at the end of 
August/beginning of 
September. Travelling 
during the pandemic was 
a challenge but the 
fishing was fantastic. 
Fred got the biggest 
rainbow, a 30 inch trophy 
fish. You would be 
smiling too. 

See Joe’s story for more 
details about the trip

Casting for Recovery Raffle
Susan Gaetz, National Program Director for Casting for Recovery, sends this news:

Casting for Recovery had to cancel all 55 retreats this year, but we’re making plans for next year and are 
hopeful we can have in-person retreats with some safety protocols.

The Alabama volunteers are raffling off a Big Green Egg to raise funds for a retreat in Alabama next year.
There is a post on the Cfr SE Regional Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/CIRSERegional
castingforrecovery.org

Sow Bug Roundup 2021
The Sow Bug is a big fly fishing show in Mountain Home, Arkansas that is sponsored by the North 
Arkansas Fly Fishers club. It has been an annual event in March for 22 years. The string was broken this 
year when the 2020 edition was cancelled due to the pandemic. They are making plans to host the 2021 
show on May 13-15. The plans are subject to change. See the link for additional info: 
https://ozarkflyfisherjournal.wordpress.com/2020/09/17/sowbug-roundup-rescheduled-to-may/

The club usually plans a trip to Arkansas for the Sow Bug Roundup (and maybe some fishing on the 
White River). Our Activities Director, Larry Hice, would like to gauge the interest for a club organized trip. 
Contact Larry to express your interest or for additional information. If there is a larger group then we can 
rent a cabin and the cost per person is less than individual lodging.

mailto:editor@tvff.club?subject=Catch%20of%20the%20Month
mailto:stevek283@icloud.com?subject=Catch%20of%20the%20Month
https://www.facebook.com/CIRSERegional
http://castingforrecovery.org/
https://ozarkflyfisherjournal.wordpress.com/2020/09/17/sowbug-roundup-rescheduled-to-may/
mailto:lhice@plastic%20fusion.com
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Aldridge Creek Clean Up Saturday October 17th
One of the club’s conservation/civic activities is clean up day at Aldridge Creek. TVFF members wade a section 
of the creek near Southside Park to remove trash from the creek and its banks. Meet at 8 AM at Southside 
Park at 15935 Chaney Thompson Rd in southeast Huntsville , AL. Bring a mask for the parking lot, it is optional 
on the creek. We will work out a way for you to get your trash bag and gripper while maintaining social 
distance. Even if we work in pairs we will be able to spread out on the creek. It might be a good idea to bring 
a bottle of water for yourself. We will also forego the group lunch afterwards.

Southside 
Park

Annual Banquet and Auction Cancelled 

Due to the current pandemic, the TVFF Board of Directors voted to cancel the 2020 TVFF Banquet and 
Auction. 

Cancelling the event was a difficult decision to make because it’s the only time of the year where we get to 
mingle with so many members and their family, and also the auction provides nearly 90% of our annual 
income. 

Even so, the BOD decided the health and well being of our members was more important and cancelling the 
event will provide additional time for the development of the covid19 vaccine. 

We will resume our traditional holiday get-together next year, in the meantime, please Zoom in on our 
monthly meetings and fly tying sessions and above all, stay healthy.

Joe Tremblay
President
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Alaska Trip Report – Joe Tremblay

Fred and I flew out of Nashville full of anticipation on our first trip to Alaska. Although we had booked the 
lodge and made reservations months ahead of time, the Covid19 had put our trip in jeopardy. Raven Air 
went bankrupt, leaving us with no way to get from Anchorage to King Salmon, Alaska now required a 
Covid19 test within 72 hours of landing in Alaska and test results took a week or more in Huntsville. In late 
July, Alaska Air finally received its certification to fly to King Salmon and the Lodge sent us a prepaid home 
Covid19 rapid test clearing all the roadblocks and the trip was on. 

Fred and I met up with Bill at the Anchorage 
Puffin Inn for our overnight layover. It’s a good 
thing we had our Covid19 test results, 
otherwise we would have had to pay $275 for 
a test at the airport and been quarantined 
until we received our test results. 

The next morning we awoke to Anchorage in
lockdown. The Hotel restaurant was closed 
and only take out service was available at 
local restaurants. After some time we found a 
restaurant (can’t mention the name) that took 
pity on travelers and ushered us to a quiet 
corner where we would not be seen and 
served us one of the best breakfasts I’ve ever 
had. 

The final leg or our journey was uneventful and 
we arrived in King Salmon at 4PM. Just enough time for the short drive to Katmai Trophy Lodge, get settled 
in and get ready for dinner.

The Lodge: Katmai Trophy Lodge is located on the banks of the Naknek River. The Naknek River is home to 
one of the best, if not the best, salmon runs in the world. King, silver (Coho), pink, chum all spawn in its 
waters making the Naknek a great place to fish. The lodge is similar to Arkansas Cedar Gable with 3 
comfortable bedrooms downstairs and 2 upstairs. All bedrooms accommodate 2 and have its own private 
bath. 

The dining area is downstairs in the great room that features floor to ceiling windows providing a great view 
of the Naknek river. The meals were great and included reindeer, elk, pork loin, salmon and ribeye steak and 
pork ribs. Of course every meal was topped off with desert.

This big fellow greeted us at the Anchorage Airport

View from the porchKatmai Trophy Lodge
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Wade fishing for silver salmon: I have never experienced a stronger fish. Every fish, even the smaller ones, 
took you to the reel and stripped line multiple times before finally coming in. Many went airborne and all put 
up a fight to remember. Only silvers that had not started to show their spawning colors  were kept, all 
“blush” salmon were released. There were 7 of us lining the bank of King Salmon Creek and all caught their 
limit. What a phenomenal day. Even better than I had hoped for. 

Rainbow trout on the Naknek River: My goal was to catch a 24” rainbow. I had dreamt about it countless 
times and now it was about to come true and did it ever. I caught 7 over 24” with several 27” in the mix. Bill 
caught 8 with his largest being 29” and Fred caught 5 with his largest being a whopping 30”. 

We were on the Naknek during the “Glut”. The Glut is a period when the river is full of eggs from the many 
hundreds of thousands of salmon spawning and huge rainbows are storing up for the coming winter. So 
beads, egg imitations, are the “fly” of choice. The rig consist of a bead placed 1 to 2 inches above the hook  
followed by sufficient weight to take it down to the bottom as you drift down the river. It doesn't take too 
long before you get a hook up. You never know. It may be a sockeye, grayling, dolly varden or a smaller 
rainbow. But every now and then it’s a trophy rainbow and the fight is on taking line several times before 
finally coming to the net. Alaska rainbows fight harder than their Arkansas cousins. Even the smaller fish put 
up a great fight.

Bill and Joe with a couple of “blush” Silvers

Fred’s 30” Rainbow Bill’s 29” Rainbow



TVFF Club News 8Page -October 2020

Brooks Falls: There’s a trip upriver to Brooks Falls for some bear watching and fishing included in the trip. 
Bill, Fred and I opted for another day of fishing close to camp and avoid the possibility of becoming a meal 
for a bear that had had it’s fill if salmon. All that went thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

Fly outs: Fly outs are available at extra cost and some of the other guest flew out to Moraine Creek, This 
creak is known for its big leopard rainbows. After seeing the photos, I’ll probably do that next year. 

That’s right, Fred and I are going back next year and Steve is joining us. That leaves only one spot open, 
interested, send me an email and I’ll email you some info.  Fred and I and another fly fisher from a sister 
lodge, took a fly out to Contact Creek, but our trip was not as successful as the Moraine trip. We landed in a 
small pond and walked a mile or so through the tundra only to arrive at a creek swollen with rain water. 
Weather information is sparse in remote Alaska so we had no warning of high water in that area.  

Emphasis quickly shifted from fishing to crossing the swollen creek. It was imperative we cross the creek so 
that we could fly out of a larger pond but the water was too high making the crossing impossible. The only 
pond we could get to was too small to take off from was only big enough for an empty plane and pilot to 
take off from. Fred and I did not want to spend the night on the tundra. 

Thank God, our guide decided to bring a satellite phone. Normally he does not but probably will from now 
on. The lodge was notified of our situation and by afternoon a short take off DE Havilland Beaver was sent to 
fly us out of the small pond 2 at a time. Even with the aborted trip to Contact Creek, this was by far the best 
trip of my life. Can hardly wait to go back.

Heading out to Brooks Falls Brooks Falls

Sue’s 26” Leopard RainbowLarry, Richard, Sue and Mike boarding bush 
plane to Moraine Creek

mailto:tremblayjo46@hotmail.com
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Gulf Shores Park Pier Damaged by Hurricane Sally

The pier at Gulf Shores is a landmark for 
everyone who visits the Alabama Gulf 
Coast. At 1540 feet long it is the largest 
fishing pier on the Gulf of Mexico. It is 
popular with fishermen and sightseers 
alike. Many come just to walk the pier 
and enjoy the view.

The pier was closed in May for a 2.4 
million dollar renovation paid in large 
part with funds from the BP oil spill 
settlement. The decking was replaced, 
and an observation platform was added 
at the end of the pier. Improvements 
were made to bathrooms, tackle shop 
and other facilities. The State had 
planned a ribbon cutting ceremony for 
September 16th but cancelled it due to 
the approaching hurricane Sally. 

The forecast for where the storm would 
make landfall shifted from Louisiana, to 
Mississippi, then Mobile. The actual landfall was in Gulf Shores, just a few miles west of the pier. The 
pictures tell the story. The end of the pier, called the octagon, because of its shape, survived but a large 
section next to that is missing. The full extent of the damage is still unknown. The pier is not a place for fly 
fishing but I have hooked a tarpon from it and still have an ambition to land a king mackerel there. 

“It’s rare for me to spend a day teaching 
or working in the shop without some 
poor soul asking me to explain the 
merits of this hook or that hook, and the 
reasoning behind why I might choose 
one brand or model over another. 
There’s good reason for this. Like tying 
thread (see my story “A Tangled Mess” in 
the Feb.-Mar. 2017 issue), hook sizing 
and nomenclature seem almost 
purposefully confusing, so let me give 
my best shot at clearing up some of that 
confusion.
https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/
Making-Sense-of-Hooks/383617

Making Sense of Hooks
Colorado fly shop owner and fly tyer Charlie Craven talks and writes about the mysteries of hooks in this 
article from Fly Fisherman Magazine:

https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/Making-Sense-of-Hooks/383617
https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/Making-Sense-of-Hooks/383617
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Orvis is offering a virtual Fly 
Fishing 101 Class. Click the 
Step one, Step 2, Step 3 
pictures below to link to the 
class, the catalog and the 
store. Share this info with 
someone you know that 
wants an introduction to fly 
fishing. The notice says you 
can get a free Trout 
Unlimited membership. It 
doesn't say if you have to 
complete one step or all 
three.

The new FFI Online service provides a variety of weekly programs on fly fishing, casting, and tying experts 
for entertaining and instructive live online discussions and fly fishing talk.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znoTFRNbbds&feature=youtu.be
https://files.constantcontact.com/58d3d7d4401/db27023e-7510-4040-90a1-4f1baf5fc455.pdf
https://stores.orvis.com/us/alabama/huntsville
https://flyfishersinternational.org/FFI-Online?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FFIOnline
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Casting for Recovery Fly Boxes
The picture shows  one of the 14 fly boxes that TVFF donated 
to Casting for Recovery last year. We would like to do it again. 
If you are interested then just tie 14 copies of any fly that 
you’d like to tie. Bring your flies to any club activity and we 
will get them to Debbie Hill, our Membership Director and a 
Casting for Recovery volunteer. TVFF will provide the boxes if 
you provide the flies.  Debbie is accepting cash donations to 
purchase fly boxes for 2020. You can find out more about 
Casting for Recovery here https://castingforrecovery.org/ . 
There will be further details about when the flies are needed 
in a future newsletter. 

1 box of low-sugar, high fiber CEREAL
1-2 boxes of instant OATMEAL
1-2 boxes of BREAKFAST BARS
4-5 cans of TUNA, HAM, CHICKEN
6-8 cans of low-sugar FRUIT
6-8 cans of SOUP
6-8 cans of low-salt VEGTABLES
3-5 boxes of LOW-PREP MEALS (Hamburger

Helper, Mac n Cheese)
2-3 bottles/jars of Condiments (mayo, ketchup, oil, 

etc.)
1 jar of PEANUT BUTTER
1-2 packs of SNACKS/DESSERT

Fill-A-Box (When we meet at church)
Faith Presbyterian Church sponsors this program to 
assist seniors in our community that are identified as 
food insecure. Please help TVFF support this worthwhile 
activity by bringing one item from the list below to the 
next meeting.

Has your email address changed?
If you get a new email address or want your TVFF email to go to a different address then send an 
email to editor@tvff.club and we will make the change for you. If you stop receiving your TVFF 
emails then check your Spam folder or Junk folder first, then send an email to editor@tvff.club
and we’ll help.

https://castingforrecovery.org/
http://www.cabelas.com/assets/collections/flyfishing/fly-fishing-intro/index.html
http://www.flyfishsd.com/fly-tying-videos-by-category/
mailto:editor@tvff.club
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Click on a Job listed below and send an 
email to volunteer or to obtain 

additional information.
This is your opportunity to support TVFF 

without signing up for a long term 
commitment.

Your help is needed and greatly 
appreciated.

TVFF Job Jar
YOU CAN HELP!

Manage the TVFF Job Jar - Update this page monthly and coordinate requests.

Provide flies for the TVFF Casting for Recovery (CfR) Fly Box – Tie or purchase 14 flies of the same pattern 
for the TVFF CfR Fly Box. Contact the TVFF program manager prior to selecting the pattern to avoid 
duplicates. Fly boxes will be donated annually. 

CfR provides free healing retreats for women breast cancer survivors in various stages of treatment and 
recovery. CfR’s retreats offer women opportunities to find inspiration, discover renewed energy for life, and 
experience healing connections with other women and nature. 

Club News Contributor - Provide the Communication Director content of interest geared toward our 
members such as activities, articles, trip reports, etc. 

Official TVFF Photographer(s) - Photograph TVFF events and email photos to the Communication Director. 

Safety Pin Flies - Tie some safety pin flies to be given to visitors at TVFF outreach activities. This simple to 
tie pattern is very popular with younger visitors. Demand is always great and outstrips our supply; we never 
have enough.

Manage TVFF Calendar - Update TVFF Google Calendar with events provided by BOD. 

mailto:Tremblayjo46@hotmail.com
https://castingforrecovery.org/
mailto:debhill522@gmail.com
mailto:smtevek283@icloud.com
mailto:smtevek283@icloud.com
mailto:tremblayjo46@hotmail.com
mailto:Tremblayjo46@hotmail.com
mailto:lhice@plasticfusion.com
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October Funny Holidays 

Fluffernutter Day October 8th
The word got my attention. It is a funny word 
and fun to say. Maybe I should have known, 
but I had to look it up. It is a sandwich made  
with peanut butter and marshmallow fluff. It 
is a new England tradition, maybe because 
Marshmallow Crème was invented by 
Archibald Query in Somerville, Mass. In 1917.

Now I am thinking about a foam hopper 
pattern with one layer of white foam and one 
layer of tan. I’ll call it the fluffernutter. It might 
not catch fish but it might catch fisherman.

Chucky the Killer Doll Day October 25th
Chucky is the feature character in a series of horror movies that began with Child’s Play in 1988. The premise 
is that a serial killer who, to escape the police, uses a voodoo ritual to transfer his soul into a toy store doll. 
Mayhem ensues.

Some folks have given the nickname Chucky to Oakland Raiders head coach Jon Gruden. When asked about it 
he said “I don’t know. I don’t see the resemblance”. You be the judge.

I never saw the movies but maybe you did. What better way to celebrate the day than a Chucky movie
marathon.

Chucky doll Bad Chucky Jon Gruden
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Our Sponsors
“Click on ad for link“

http://www.riversideflyshop.com/
http://www.goldenruleflyshop.com/
http://www.theflyfishing-store.com/
http://www.wapsifly.net/
mailto:rhondapage@cafes.net
http://www.2020eyecarehsv.com/
https://theozarkflyfisher.com/
mailto:lhice@plasticfusion.com
https://www.breezyhill-bait-tackle.com/
http://www.compass360gear.com/

