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Welcome New Members
No new members
Madison County Lake
Chris and Cole Coultas are the new managers of Madison County
Lake, a Public Fishing Lake managed by the Alabama Wildlife and
Fisheries Division. It is a 105 acre lake stocked with largemouth
bass, bream, redear sunfish, crappie and channel catfish. Trout are
stocked in the winter months. It is located 11 miles east of
Huntsville in Gurley, Alabama. Boats are allowed and also available
for rental. Come find about this nearby fishing destination. This will
be an online meeting using Zoom. The Zoom invitation will be
emailed on May 17th.

This Month's Activities
➢ May 7 Board Meeting (see box
below for meeting invitation)
➢ May 14 Fly Tying – Virtual
➢ May 21 Meeting – Virtual
➢ May 28 Fly Tying – Virtual

Online Board Meeting May 7
For this Board meeting only, send
an email to editor@tvff.club to
receive a Zoom invitation. All
members are welcome to attend.

Updated Fishing Reports
Great Smoky Mountains National Park – Little River Outfitters (Daily)
White and Norfolk Rivers – Cotter Trout Lodge (Weekly)
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TVFF Fly Tying Group
Due to the Coronavirus, fly tying sessions
will be conducted online via Zoom video
conferencing software until further notice.
14 May, 7PM via Zoom
Charley Boy Hopper - Featured Tier: Wayne Causey
Cost: No charge (You can send a $2.00 donation to TVFF, P.O. Box 12841, Huntsville, AL
35815, if desired) No pickup at the church for this fly, kit by mail only.
To receive a kit send your mailing address to
wayne@causeys.com with Foam Hopper Kit in the subject
field. A kit will be mailed to the provided address.
Otherwise, simply use your available materials.
Kit materials will include two Saber #6 2L Hopper hooks,
brown and green strips of 3 mm foam approximately one
hook gap wide, a patch of brown deer hair, a patch of green
deer hair, and rubber leg material.
The tier will need to provide brown, green, and/or black
thread, head cement or super glue, and a black sharpie in
addition to the regular tying tools and materials.
Hopper foam flies are a staple in my fly box, along with
Gurglers, for panfish and small bass. They are easy to tie
and durable.

All are welcomed!
Join us for 2 hour sessions held on the 2nd and 4th Thursday at 7 PM.

Zoom Meeting Instructions
As a precaution we are not putting Zoom meeting invitations in the newsletter because the newsletter is
published on the website and publicly available. You will receive a Zoom meeting invitation in the TVFF
reminder email that is sent on Sunday evening before a scheduled fly tying night or club meeting. The
upcoming Board meeting is an exception. We ask that you send an email to editor@tvff.club to receive a
Zoom meeting invitation, but only for the Board Meeting.
There are 3 ways to join the meeting. You can use copy/paste the link in the invitation into your browser OR
go to https://zoom.us and click “Join A Meeting” in the upper right of the screen OR if you have installed
the Zoom app then you can open the app and enter the meeting number and password from the invitation.
If prompted you should click yes to allow Zoom to use the camera and microphone on your computer, then
we can see you and hear you in the meeting. You may be placed in a Zoom “waiting room” when you first
join. Be patient and you will be admitted to the meeting by a host or cohost. This is another layer of
security.
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TVFF Fly Tying Group
Due to the Coronavirus, fly tying sessions
will be conducted online via Zoom video
conferencing software until further notice.
28 May 7PM via Zoom
Squirmy Wormy and Panfish Dragon - Featured Tyer, Joe Tremblay
Squirmy Wormy: This fly has been around for a long time. It was even featured
at a recent club tying session. It’s a great fly, but it had its weaknesses. Not the
least of which is that it is not very durable.

Recently I came across a YouTube video that utilized a unique method of tying it
that takes care of that problem.
Hook: Size 10, Saber 7051, Daiichi 1130, Da-Riki 135, Tiemco 2487 or
similar Shrimp-Caddis Pupa hook
Thread: 180 denier thread to match the body.
Body: Pink or red Squirmy Wormy
Panfish Dragon: Similar to a beadhead squirmy wormy, this fly especially uses the same tail material but
incorporates dubbing and rubber legs making it irresistible to bream.
Hook: Size 10, Saber 7051, Daiichi 1130, Da-Riki 135, Tiemco 2487 or
similar Shrimp-Caddis Pupa hook
Thread: Black 180 denier thread
Bead: 1/8” black bead
Tail: Yellow squirmy wormy
Body: Black Ice Dub, SLF, UV2 Diamond Brite or similar dubbing
Legs: Black mini round rubber legs

Squirmy Wormy and Panfish Dragon kits will be available for pick up at the south door of Faith Presbyterian
Church on Wednesday, 27 May, from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. (You can send a $2.00 donation to TVFF, P.O. Box
12841, Huntsville, AL 35815, if desired)

Health Notice: For your protection, all kit items have been
disinfected in alcohol and packed using surgical gloves. By
picking up a kit, you accept any and all health risks that may be
associated with use of these kits.
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Catch of the Month
Dana Beyerle sends this report on urban fishing at
Aldridge Creek on April 9th :
There's a bass bigger than this one swimming
around Aldridge Creek with an Adam's Ant-type of
fly in its lip (barbless). I could see it swimming
around after it broke my line. A big female. I
mishandled it with a 4-weight and 3.5 pound line.
Hooked another bigger one that slipped the hook
when I let it have a little slack. The bluegill is one
of about 30 to 35 I caught today, all top water
except one big one on a grasshopper. The bass I
saw had red ring around its pupil, I assume it's a
red eye bass. Some huge hogs in there today,
none were interested. This bass I caught I
pestered him with the leech-like fly until he got
mad and picked it up to move it. I'm pretty sure I
caught a little rock bass, too, but let it go before I
realized it wasn't a bream and didn't take photo.

Fred Kauffman shares this picture (below)
from a different stretch of Aldridge Creek

You can e-mail your picture to editor@tvff.club
or Steve Kerkhof. Please include the
fisherman's name, body of water, approximate
date and any other interesting details (the
same information that you like to see when
you read Catch of the Month).
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Zooming through the LOCKDOWN! – by Joe Tremblay
Like most of you, cabin fever has taken an entirely different meaning for me. I
miss seeing my family and friends, our club meetings and just getting out and
about without having to worry about bringing the virus home.
Thank God Governor Ivey’s stay at some order included an exception for
outdoor activities. At least I can wade the local creeks whenever the weather
permits. But alas, it seems even the weather is conspiring to keep me home too.
The frequent rains muddy up the water making wade fishing difficult and
unproductive.
But all is not lost, I’ve been able to meet up with some of my friends through
Zoom Club meetings. That’s right, TVFF has been having fly tying sessions
and monthly meetings on line via Zoom conferencing software on our normal
scheduled days and time.
If you haven’t been attending, you’ve missed the opportunity to socialize with
your TVFF friends and see how we are coping with the current situation. So
join us on Zoom. It’s free and easy, simply click on the link provided in the
Zoom meeting announcement that you receive via email and follow directions.

Wayne after staying home
for six weeks

We are not alone! FFI is also on Zoom. The new FFI Online service provides a variety of weekly programs on
fly fishing, casting, and tying experts for entertaining and instructive live online discussions and fly fishing
talk.

Fly Tying

Fishing around the world

Conservation

To quote Wayne, pictured above, “You cant catch the coronavirus on line”. So Zoom in, we would love to see
you. In the meantime go fishing, just keep your social distance and get some sun.
P.S. Zoom has made numerous security improvements so that you don’t have to worry about your computer
catching a virus either.
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Safe Shopping (Right)
Masked Fisherman (Below)

My birthday is at the end of April and I got facetime calls
with birthday wishes from my children and grandchildren.
I’ve watched as their lives have been changed by Covid-19
and stay at home orders. Working in the office has turned
into working at home. Daycare/pre-school/school has
turned into homecare and homeschool. The thing about
it, is after the initial turmoil and the great toilet paper
scare, they now all seem content. I mean content in the
happy, satisfied way not the resigned way. I could sense
the delight in the parents and the children. The mom with
the 2 year old and 1 year old boys says she might not
send them back to preschool even though she was
working from home before all this. They have worked out
a schedule that suits them. They don’t have the morning
rush of getting the boys out of bed, dressed, fed and to
preschool. They don’t have to race to preschool to pick
them up at the end of the day. Another daughter with a 2
year old has been working on potty training and that
same little girl has learned her first knock-knock joke. The
punch line is Tank Who? You’re Welcome!
Look around, maybe you’ll see similar things in your own
family. I expect it will all fade away as we slowly get back
to the hustle, bustle and rush that we all thought of as
normal before this.
- Steve

Here are some other tips that might help:
• You want to stay informed but listening to
bad news all day isn’t good for you. Try to
limit it to 1 hour a day.
• Move around, get some exercise, go
outside and get some sunshine, even if
it’s in your own backyard.
• Keep a routine. Get up, get dressed and
get going
• Stay connected to others. Make a phone
call, facetime or video chat. Send a note
to someone to let them know you are
thinking of them.
• Create moments of calm. Take a walk,
listen to a favorite song, water the
flowers, feed the birds, shoo(t) the
squirrels
• Find something to laugh about
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Note from TVFF Membership Director
TVFF is now collecting the prorated amounts plus the annual membership dues for the coming year of
TVFF/FFI. These membership dues are for your renewal through May 1, 2021. One of the reasons for
early reminders is FFI will then not need to generate paper and email notices to you and cause confusion
to TVFF members.
If you need to renew make a check payable to Tennessee Valley Fly Fishers (TVFF) and mail to:
P.O. Box 12841,
Huntsville, AL 35815.
Please contact Debbie Hill at debhill522@gmail.com with any questions about amount due or when it is
due. Remember, dues must be paid through TVFF to be considered a TVFF member and then
automatically an FFI member.
Debbie checks the PO Box about once a week and will notify you by email when she has received your
dues.
Thank you for your patience,
Debbie

Casting for Recovery Fly Boxes
The picture shows one of the 14 fly boxes that TVFF donated
to Casting for Recovery last year. We would like to do it again.
If you are interested then just tie 14 copies of any fly that
you’d like to tie. Bring your flies to any club activity and we
will get them to Debbie Hill, our Membership Director and a
Casting for Recovery volunteer. TVFF will provide the boxes if
you provide the flies. Debbie is accepting cash donations to
purchase fly boxes for 2020. You can find out more about
Casting for Recovery here https://castingforrecovery.org/ .
There will be further details about when the flies are needed
in a future newsletter.

Earth Day at Hayes Nature Preserve June 20th
Earth Day at Hays
Nature Preserve,
normally held in the
middle of April as been
tentatively rescheduled
to June 20th due to
health concerns
regarding COVID-19.
Additional details will
be provided at a later
date.
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How To…..
I recently learned of Ed Shenk, an author and fly
fisherman, while watching a Kelly Galloup video.
Click the picture to link to an interview with Ed on
YouTube. He recently passed away at the age of
93.
Ed was a role model for the generation of fly
fisherman that includes Kelly Galloup. Ed gets
credit as the originator of several very successful
fly patterns including the Letort Hopper. He also
preferred to fish with a 6’ or 6’6” fiberglass fly rod.
It is worth 20 minutes of your time to hear the
story from the man himself.

Look Like a Pro
Steve Dally from Dally’s Ozark Fly Fisher gives a
handy tip that will make you look like a pro when
you stow your fly rod. He is from New Zealand
originally and I take it the that the “good oil” is an
expression for an inside tip or reliable advice in
his homeland. Kent Gilliland showed me this
technique but Steve Dally has an extra little trick
to release the fly when you are ready to fish. You
should check it out.

Fill-A-Box
Faith Presbyterian Church sponsors this program to
assist seniors in our community that are identified as
food insecure. Please help TVFF support this worthwhile
activity by bringing one item from the list below to the
next meeting.
1 box of low-sugar, high fiber CEREAL
1-2 boxes of instant OATMEAL
1-2 boxes of BREAKFAST BARS
4-5 cans of TUNA, HAM, CHICKEN
6-8 cans of low-sugar FRUIT
6-8 cans of SOUP
6-8 cans of low-salt VEGTABLES
3-5 boxes of LOW-PREP MEALS (Hamburger
Helper, Mac n Cheese)
2-3 bottles/jars of Condiments (mayo, ketchup, oil,
etc.)
1 jar of PEANUT BUTTER
1-2 packs of SNACKS/DESSERT
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FFI Educational Resources
“Casts That Catch Fish” is a video series form FFI in cooperation with On the Fly Productions. Click on the
picture to visit the FFI web page where you will find links to the instructional videos. Four videos have
been posted out of a planned series of twelve.

We all want to be better casters. Practicing your cast is something you can do outdoors while observing
social distancing. It may be something you can do in your own yard. Even if you are happy with your cast
you might find a new technique that lets you get your fly into a spot you didn’t think possible.
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TVFF Job Jar
YOU CAN HELP!
Click on a Job listed below and send an
email to volunteer or to obtain
additional information.
This is your opportunity to support TVFF
without signing up for a long term
commitment.
Your help is needed and greatly
appreciated.

Manage the TVFF Job Jar - Update this page monthly and coordinate requests.
Provide flies for the TVFF Casting for Recovery (CfR) Fly Box – Tie or purchase 14 flies of the same pattern
for the TVFF CfR Fly Box. Contact the TVFF program manager prior to selecting the pattern to avoid
duplicates. Fly boxes will be donated annually.
CfR provides free healing retreats for women breast cancer survivors in various stages of treatment and
recovery. CfR’s retreats offer women opportunities to find inspiration, discover renewed energy for life, and
experience healing connections with other women and nature.
Club News Contributor - Provide the Communication Director content of interest geared toward our
members such as activities, articles, trip reports, etc.
Official TVFF Photographer(s) - Photograph TVFF events and email photos to the Communication Director.
Safety Pin Flies - Tie some safety pin flies to be given to visitors at TVFF outreach activities. This simple to
tie pattern is very popular with younger visitors. Demand is always great and outstrips our supply; we never
have enough.

Manage TVFF Calendar - Update TVFF Google Calendar with events provided by BOD.
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May Weird Holidays
National Limerick Day
May 12
There once was a man from
Nantucket…
This is a G rated publication so you have to provide the
rest of that rhyme yourself - but here is a mathematical
limerick that I like:
A dozen, a gross and a score
plus three times the square root of four
Divided by seven
Plus 5 times 11
Is nine squared and not a bit more
(12 + 144 + 20 + 3 * V 4) / 7 + 5 * 11 = 81 + 0

(Picture by Ilene Richards)

National Pick Your Own Day
All Month Long
The calendar I look at for Funny Holidays starts with:
May 1 - Batman, No Pants, Loyalty, May, Mother Goose, Chocolate Parfait, Law, School Principal’s, Silver
Star Service Banner, Space, School Lunch Hero
May 2 – Astronomy, Naked Gardening, Skilled Trades, Truffle, Life Insurance, Fitness, Scrapbook, Homebrew,
Join Hands (probably can’t do that one this year), Bombshell’s, Start Seeing Monarchs, Free Comic Book,
Lemonade
May 3 – SAN Architect, Lumpy Rug, Garden Meditation, Specially-Able Pets, Two Different Colored Shoes,
Paranormal, Chocolate Custard, Raspberry Pop Over, Textiles, Montana, Infertility Survival
May 4 – Star Wars, Weather Observers, Renewal, Orange Juice, Candied Orange Peel, Melanoma Monday
May 5 – Astronaut, Cartoonists, Silence the Shame, Totally Chipotle, Hoagie, Cinco de Mayo, Foster Care,
Teacher Appreciation

And it just goes on. Clearly some of these could easily be celebrated on the same day like No Pants, Naked
Gardening, Garden Meditation and maybe Homebrew. When you get to a certain age you might celebrate
Two Colored Shoes day every day.
Now Star Wars Day has to be celebrated on the fourth (May the Fourth Be With You) but Astronauts Day
could move to the 4th. If you are really, really desperate for something to do, then look up a Funny Holidays
list and try to bring some order to it.
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Our Sponsors
“Click on ad for link“
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