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Board of Directors Meeting
The next BOD meeting is this month, 
February 2, 2022, at 7 p.m. in Room 
201. 

Officers and Directors
President: Steve Kerkhof
Vice President: Dana Beyerle
Secretary: Gary Jedlovec
Treasurer: Dave Bailey
Membership: Debbie Hill
Activities: Larry Hice
Education: Fred Kaufmann
Conservation: Bob Lowery
Communications: Connor Baker 

Thomas Vajentic is the Huntsville Orvis Fly Champion who orders and
maintains flies and their tying material. The Apalachin, New York,
native played hockey, hunted, and fished, especially in the numerous
trout streams in Upstate New York and Lake Ontario. Tom retired from
the U.S. Army in 2003 and federal service in 2022, for 39 years of
combined service.

He was part of the crew that relocated the Army Materiel Command
to Huntsville’s Redstone Arsenal. Tom saw military and civilian service
in Southwest Asia, Panama, and Honduras. And he attended several
Military Schools, including Ranger, Pathfinder, Jumpmaster, Rappel
Master, Airborne, and Air Assault schools.

Tom lives a good fly cast from the Flint River in New Market where he
wades the Flint looking for what he calls his best friends, smallmouth
bass. Tom will update TVFF members about smallmouth fishing, and
flies and tackles required to catch them, and the Orvis store in
general.

This Month 
Faith Presbyterian Church Rm 201
ØJanuary 12 – Fly Tying, 7 PM
ØJanuary 19 – TVFF Meeting, 7 PM
ØJanuary 26 – Fly Tying, 7 PM

* The keyboard’s HOME key returns you to this page

Welcome New Members:

Thomas Vajentic, Huntsville Orvis Fly Champion
Thursday January 19th 7:00 PM

Happy New Year!

Instagram: @smallmouthbassfly
@orvishuntsville
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TVFF Fly Tying Group
Fly tying sessions will be conducted at Faith 
Presbyterian Church, Room 201, at 7 p.m. 

All are welcome! Fly tying equipment is available for new tyers. Come and discover the joy of 
catching fish on a fly you tied or, better yet, one of your own design. The sessions are the 2nd

and 4th Thursdays at 7 p.m.

January 2022

January 12, 7 PM
Swimming Jimmy Part 1 – Tyer: Fred Kaufmann
Cost: $2.00 in person
This month, we will be using both tying sessions to tie Andy 
Sobota’s Swimming Jimmy, which was made famous by renown 
fly fisherman Kelly Galloup.

For demonstration of this fly, check out Kelly Galloup’s video  on 
YouTube.

Materials
Back Hook:  Daiichi 2461 #4
Body:  White Marabou Spey Wrapped
Overwing:  Olive/Brown Marabou
Connection:  Beadalon .038 and 1 Bead
Front Hook: Daiichi 2461 #2
Body:  White Marabou 
Overwing:  Olive/Brown Marabou
Collar:  Sculpin Olive (top)/White (bottom) Deer Hair
Head:  Sculpin Olive (top)/White (bottom) Deer Hair
Eyes:  7 mm Fish Skull Eyes

January 26, 7 PM
Swimming Jimmy Part 2 – Fred 
Kaufmann

Swimming Jimmy, is a great bass fly, but 
also works well for large trout. It is a 
favorite of the folks at Mad River Outfitters. 
They call it, the best fishing fly ever. It can 
be tied in multiple different sizes and many 
different colors.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZBxNjF-4i8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOgUSFGdWD4
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Fish of the Month – Mobile Basin Redeye Bass Slam

January 2022

This month, TVFF member Connor Baker completed the Mobile Basin Redeye Bass Slam. This challenge was
put on by friend of the club and Redeye Bass expert, Matt Lewis. The challenge is to catch the four Redeye Bass
of the Mobile Basin in one calendar year. The four bass are the Cahaba, Coosa, Tallapoosa and Warrior.
Completion certificate was created by Birmingham artist, Mary Beth Meeks. Her art can be found here. Matt
Lewis’ book on fishing for Redeye Bass can be found here.

Cahaba Bass Coosa Bass

Tallapoosa Bass Warrior Bass

https://www.etsy.com/shop/MBMeeksBlockPrints
https://www.amazon.com/Fly-Fishing-Redeye-Bass-Adventure/dp/1546666443
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December TVFF Recap

December 15th – TVFF Christmas Social

Last month we had our annual TVFF Christmas
Social. We had a great time sharing stories,
enjoying snacks, and trading (stealing) gifts. The
brownies to the right show our TVFF logo with a
Christmas twist.

January 2022

December 8th – Deer Hair Snowmen

We only had one fly tying session this month. TVFF
member, Connor Baker led us in tying of a deer hair
snowman. It was good deer hair practice and
perfect for the holiday season. See some pictures
from that event below.
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Bluegrass, BBQ, Beer, and the Yellow-backed Fly

January 2022

David A. Hatfield

My interest in bluegrass music traces back a number of years, but its origin is no longer clear. That memory
has disappeared like an autumn leaf floating down a mountain stream. Perhaps it started with the purchase
of a Flatt and Scruggs LP during my early college days, probably bought for the Petticoat Junction and The
Ballad of Jed Clampett tracks. Subsequently, enjoying live performances from outstanding local musicians
like the Saugahatchee Syrup Soppers while consuming copious quantities of barbeque at Country’s
restaurant in Auburn, Alabama continued to whet my bluegrass appetite.

Later on, discovering a local bluegrass pub in West Palm Beach that sold beer for half price whenever a train
rolled by kept my bluegrass engine burning. But certainly, one highlight of this musical journey occurred
when Steve Martin & The Steep Canyon Rangers married bluegrass with fly fishing in a jaunty little tune,
“The Yellow-Backed Fly”. The lyrics are printed below, and they will likely sound familiar to all anglers who
pursue our own “Moby Dick”.

The song is best enjoyed with full instrumentals, a warm sunny day, a cold beverage, BBQ, and dreams of
monster fins. Can life get any better? Enjoy.

The song on YouTube can be found here. The lyrics for the song are on the next page.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdyvVbqC4Iw
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Bluegrass, BBQ, Beer, and the Yellow-backed Fly 
(continued)

January 2022

Carolina time, grab the fishing line
Gonna get old Jim with the yellow-backed fly
Bought it in a store, paid a little more
Gonna catch that fish with the yellow-backed fly

Tried it last June with a lit firefly
Layed it on the water with a perfect bullseye
Well Jim made a splash, gone in a flash
Beneath the water I heard him laugh

I go at six am, quiet as a hymn
Gonna catch old Jim with the Yellow-Backed Fly
Gonna catch him right, gonna catch him quick
Take him by surprise at the bottom of the crick

(Bridge)
He lives beneath a rock, underneath the shade
I will have him made with the yellow-backed fly
Here I am at last, lying in the grass
A quiet little cast with the yellow-backed fly

Felt a little tug, well Jim had bit the bug
Then I let him run with the yellow-backed fly
Jumped up on the land, spit it in my hand
He said "Nice try with the yellow-backed fly"

(Bridge)
Then he swam away, I gave him a farewell
Now I'm going home with a story to tell
I put the truck in gear, I'll be back next year
Gonna make a fly with a hypnotizing eye

I go at six am, quiet as a hymn
Gonna catch old Jim with the yellow-backed fly
Twenty inches long, measured with a stick
He's old Jim but to me he's Moby Dick

I go at six am, quiet as a hymn
Gonna catch old Jim with the yellow-backed fly
Twenty inches long, measured with a stick
He's old Jim but to me he's Moby Dick

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://www.o2natos.com/2019/04/texas-red-fishing-om-fly.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Alabama’s Private Recreational Anglers Red Snapper Quota 
May be Cut

January 2022

By David Rainer

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Under a final rule published by NOAA Fisheries on December 1, Alabama’s private recreational anglers will
see a 51% decrease in the 2023 red snapper quota. The rule, which goes into effect on January 1, 2023, will
reduce Alabama’s private recreational quota from 1,122,662 pounds in 2022 to 558,200 pounds in 2023.

Scott Bannon, Director of the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ Marine
Resources Division, said the reason for the quota reduction is to account for the differences in the red
snapper harvest estimates between the federal and Alabama’s data collection programs. The quota was
calculated using the federal survey estimates. However, since 2018, Alabama’s quota has been monitored
using the state’s data collection program, Snapper Check. The final rule used the average of the annual ratio
of Snapper Check to federal landings from 2018 and 2019 which resulted in a 51% reduction in the quota for
2023.

“Each Gulf state is accounting for their
recreational harvests using different data
programs from what the federal
government is using,” Bannon said.
“Under the other final rule that created
state management of red snapper in
2018, there was a requirement to align
the landings into the same currency
through a calibration method. Alabama
and Mississippi have very accurate
reporting systems, and we feel the harvest
estimates from NOAA are inflated and
unreasonable.

“Since before state management of red
snapper was initiated, we have pushed
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council that we should manage the
amount of fish off each state. From
Alabama’s perspective, this is in part due
to the investments made by the state and
private individuals in artificial reef building
from which a significant number of red
snapper and other reef species are
produced in Alabama’s reef zones.”

For the entirety of this article, view
Outdoor Alabama’s website.

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ALDNR/bulletins/33c4214
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4 Tips for Beginner Musky Anglers

January 2022

The following excerpt is from Hatch.com, authored by renown fly fisherman George Daniel. Musky, known as
the fish of 10,000 casts, is a fun cold weather challenge when tired of trout fishing. There are a few options
for Musky fishing in Tennessee. Mostly the Collins River. Hopefully these tips can help you get into fishing for
this large river monster or at least spark your interest. The entire article can be found here.

1. Practice on Pike and Pickerel

Pike and Pickerel are the smaller cousins of the Musky. They are the perfect fish for practicing your cast with
larger flies. They are also generally easier to catch. Now those fish might be harder to catch in Alabama and
Tennessee, but up in states like Wisconsin, Ohio, Minnesota, etc. they are the perfect fish to practice with.

2. You Don’t Need and 11 Wt Rod

Most Musky's you catch aren’t monsters, so 11 wt rods are not always necessary. The average size is 30 to 40
inches, which makes a great challenge with an 8 wt or 9 wt. With practice, large flies can be thrown easily
with a 8 or 9 wt.

3. Know Where Late Season Musky Holds

Musky are finnicky fish. They are often hard to find in water, especially in a large body of water. Know where
they are when targeting them. In a lake, use a fish finder to assist with finding Musky. Spend a day finding
deep holes and places they might be.

4. Embrace Suffering

Musky is called the fish of 10,000 casts for a reason, they are hard to catch. A lot of fishermen consider
catching one Musky every five outings a success. Know that your arm will be sore from casting and you will
likely be cold. Enjoy the journey and do not expect instant gratification.

https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/4-tips-beginner-musky-anglers/7715607
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Trout fishing season at Madison County Public Fishing Lake (PFL) will begin on Friday, November 25, 2022. 
The Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries plans to stock over 3,000 pounds of rainbow trout in 
Madison County PFL during the trout season with trout ranging in size from one to two pounds. A $5.00 
Daily Trout Permit in addition to a valid freshwater fishing license is required to fish for trout. Trout anglers 
may also fish for bass, bluegill, catfish, and crappie. The daily creel limit is 4 trout per angler.
Check their website for directions and hours of operation, which are limited, so check before you go.

Trout Stocked at Madison County Public Fishing Lake

Madison 
County 
Lake

The Fly Fishing Show in Atlanta, GA

January 2022

The Fly Fishing Show will be back in 2023. The
Atlanta dates are set for February 3, 4, and 5 at
the Gas South Convention Center. Adult tickets are
$18 for one day passes, $28 for two days, and $38
for three days. Tickets can be purchased on their
website. There are a lot of neat items for sale and
many opportunities to learn. If you have time,
make the three and a half hour drive from
Huntsville!

https://www.outdooralabama.com/alabama-public-fishing-lakes-pfls/madison-county-pfl
https://flyfishingshow.com/atlanta/
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Casting for Recovery Fly Boxes 
On the right is one of the 14 fly boxes that TVFF donated to the
Alabama Casting for Recovery retreat. TVFF is always looking for
more flies to add to the box for future events. If interested,
choose a fly and tie or purchase 14 of them. When you have your
set or multiple sets of 14 flies ready for collection, bring them to
any club activity or contact Casting for Recovery volunteer
Debbie Hill. TVFF will provide the boxes for your donated flies.
This fall we will be filling the fly boxes that will be donated to the
Alabama Casting for Recovery retreat. Debbie keeps a list of flies
that have been tied or purchased, but duplicates are welcome.
https://castingforrecovery.org/

Food Drive Box
Faith Presbyterian Church has a community food drive box 
outside of the church, in their parking lot. This box receives and 
distributes food staple items to members of the community in 
need. If you would like to help, please bring non-perishable items 
to place in the box. Faith Presbyterian Church has generously let 
us use Room 201 for years. The least we can do is provide food to 
members of their church community in need.

Fly Line Recycling
Flyvines is a Montana company that “upcycles” used fly line
into bracelets, lanyards, dog collars, sunglass straps and other
useful items that give used fly line a second life. The picture
shows used fly line collected by TVFF in 2019 that didn’t end
up in a landfill. The pandemic kept us from doing that in 2020
but we’d like to participate again this year. If you respool your
fly reels with new line then please coil it up and bring it to us.
TVFF will pack it in a box and send it Flyvines. It is a small
thing you can do to be kind to the environment and support
our conservation efforts.

https://castingforrecovery.org/
mailto:debhill522@gmail.com
https://castingforrecovery.org/
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January Holidays

January 2022

Celebrated January 18th

This holiday was created to celebrate
the birth of Winnie the Pooh author, A.
A. Milne, he was born in 1882 in
London. Aka Alan Alexander Milne.
Winnie the Pooh are timeless children
books, about loveable bear Winnie the
Pooh and his friends. Including Piglet,
Eeyore, Kanga, Owl, Rabbit, Roo, and
Tigger. To celebrate, read one of his
books to your children or
grandchildren, or watch Disney’s
cartoon rendition that came out in the
early 1960s.

Winnie the Pooh Day

Celebrated January 26

The official national day of our
friends down under. It celebrates
the day in 1788 that Admiral
Arthur Phillips established the
first permanent European
settlement in Australia. He
planted the Union Flag at Sydney
Cove, creating a settlement that is
today Australia’s largest city.

Most Australians celebrate this
day by hopping in their Holden,
driving to the footy or cricket
game, then drinking a few Victoria
Bitters! Maybe even having some
Vegemite! When this day rolls
around, have a drink for the
Aussies, maybe take a trip to
Outback Steakhouse.

Australia Day

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://open.lib.umn.edu/worldgeography/chapter/12-2-australia/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Our Sponsors
“Click on ad for link“

January 2022


